Steelhead

comeback
achievable,
study says

By Matt Carter
STAFF WRITER

F MAN wills il, Central

Coast steelbead could once

again journey upstream

through Fremont, Sunol,

Pleasanton amd Livermore
to breed 1o their hisloric
Spawning grounds.

That's the conclusion of a
soon-lo-be-released study on the
potential for restoring the steel-
head lo Alumeda Creck and its
tribiutarles.

I the study’s recommenda-
tons are followed. work to get
steelhead around many of the
man-made barriers thal keep the
UEE&IJ-gﬁIHfL{ ol from com-
pleting thelr stream-to-ocean lile
cyele could be completed as soon
as 2003,

Bul first, the coaliion of water
agencies, environmental regula-

tors and activists who helped pre-

pare the study must line up the
political support — and the
money — 10 carry oul ils recom-
mendations,

The idea of restoring steelhead
Lt the Alameds Creek watershed
has been kivked around for dee-
ades. Although discussions in
1989 never gol beyvond {he plan-
ning slages, there are signs that
this Ume, a consensus is bulding
that the work can and should be
done.

The Alameda County Water
Disiriet's Board of Directors
voted Jan. 27 (o work with the
Alameda County Flood Conlrol
and Water Conservation District
on an applicalion for up (o $5
million in federal funding lo
begin the work

The backhone of the wark rec-
ommended, as outlined na drafl
version of i sludy o be released
next week. includes:

» Bullding a lish ladder in
Fremont around a L3-loot-high
inflatable capture dam operated
by the water district and an 8-
[oot-ligh flocd control weir that
prevents crosion arouned i Bay
Area Rapid Transil rail crossing,
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Please see Fish, NEWS-11

Hacummend ations for mstnrmg access for steelhead

trout include:

1. Pravide passage for returning steelhead around a 13-foot-high
inflatable dam and an B-foot weir that prevents erosion around
BART tracks in Fremont.

2. Build fish ladder or remove the 12-foot-high Sunaol Dam in Niles
Canyon.

3. Modify the 10-foot-high PG&E gas line crossing in Sunol Valley
to improve passage by building a fish ladder or weirs.

4. Improve passage to Arroyo Mocho by building small weirs or

fish ladders at Stanley Boulevard weir and Lawrence

Livermore Lab pumping station access road,

SOURCE: Ajarmuda Cresd Fishpnes Rastocarion Warkprooon - Staff

- hemoving ¢ barriers

Spont fishermen once
caught steelhead trout
in the Alameda Creek

. watershed by the

dozen, as this photo,
believed to have been
taken in the 19302 or
19405, shows.
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14 My folks
came from
Oklahoma and
satw the fish when
they first moved
up there, They
didn’t know rwhat
they were. .. . In
the summeriime,
lhe creek never
really dried up.
The fish wowld
get stuck in these
pools of

wiertey. , ’
I




sish: Report urges to
emove stream barriers

antinued from NEWS-1

» Removing San Francisco
uilic Uiley Commisston's 12-
at-high Suned Dam o Niles
AnYor.

» Modifving a 10-foot-high
G&E gas Une crossing in Sunol
‘alley to tmprove passage n Al-
meda Creel up to Litthe Yo-
emite i Sunol Regional
Yilderness,

» Improving passage 1o Ar
oyo Mocho by bufltding fish Lad-
lers around a welr near Stanley

Joulevard and around an -
wess road [0 a Lawrence Liver-
more Lab pumping station.

The study found that making
those improvements amd odiers
could give steelhead access (o
20 miles of sultable spawning
grounds oo public and privale
lands upstream of Fremuont,
Fish on thelr way to some
spawning grounds would travel
through Fleasanlon i Hhe Ar-
rayo de la Laguna amd Arroyo
del Valle and lhrough Liveninore
i the Arrovo Mocho.

Steelhead might also thrive
again in Sinbad Creek near
Sunol, where Handy Mills
tamily caupht strings of the fish
Jus! yvards from their home on
Kilkare Road intw the 1950s,

“My folks came from Okla-
homa, and saw the dsh when
they lirst moved wp there, They
didn’t know what they were.”
Mills recalled, "My unele cime
ap here {from Modesie) and
sald. "My God. theyre sleel-
head.” In the sumamertune, e
creek never really doied up. The
[1sh wouhll getl stuck 1 these
pools of water.”

Part ol the stody volved pe-
nelit tests of Gnclocked

ralnbow trout In the Alameda
Creek watershed, The tests
strongly suggested (he fish are
descended from steelhead trout
that once made mass migra-
tons [o the ocean,

ecause they are well
adapted to local conditions like

waler lemperature, the fish
could be ideal for restoration ef-
forts, the study lound.

In fact, some scientists be-
lieve they may be the source of
ocean-going steelhead thatl have
been spoiled in increasing num-
bwers at the so-called BART welr
in Fremont. 1o ralny years,
voung trout may be able (o get
tlown 1o the ocean. but can't get
past the welr on thelr way back,
Conservationists have been car-
rving a lew lish past the barrier
ey hiamel.

The Army Corps of Engineers
budlt the welr, the first big obsi-
acle Lo ruigratory fish on the
creek. in 1972,

The federal government
might provide as much as 83
million 1o bypass the welr and
other barrlers as part of a pro-
gran designed to minimize the
environmenlal lmpacts of corps
projects huill in less enlightened
tmes. But there's only about
$25 million available from that
program each year, and the
project miust compete with
othiers for the money.

Backers of the study said a
federal designation of the Cen-
ral Coast steelhead as a threat-
encd species in 1997 boosts the
chances of a program o restore
the fish (o Alameda Creek. And,
they said, mcreased public in-
terest and more opportunities
tov land state and federal money
lor Lhe project also improve he
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In a family photo from the early 19505, a young Randy Mills

poseg with his mother, Lorena, and steelhead trout caught in
Sinbad Creek — just yards from their home in Sunol.

prospects,

Throughout the West, man-
made barrbers such 4s dams (n
the watercourses that serve as
the steelthead's “roads” are

coming down, said state Depart-

menl of Fish and Game sleel-
head speciallst Denols MeEwarn.
MNevertheless, a 1996 study esti-
mated there were only about
250,000 steelhead in Callfornia
— probably less than hall the
population of 30 years ago,
McEwan said.

If fish can't pet around i, a
15-fool obstacle s "as much of
a barrier as Shasta Dam.” he
said, Even smaller barriers —
both natural and man-made —
can be obstacles depending on
stream depth,

While water agencies support
plans to bulld fsh ladders,

there are worries that they cven-

tally may be required to allow
more precious water Lo low (o
San Franclsco Bay I sleelhead
are restored to Alameda Creek.
McEwan said It's too early in
the process 1o speculite on
whether more water may be re-
quired
But it 15 physical barriers,
rather tuan water flows, that
pose the biggest problems for
steelhead — especially i rela-
tively pristine watersheds like
Alameda Creek, MeEwan sald,
“Pve been sayving for a long
time that iU's not so much the
water as the barriers that
brought the decline i the stecl-
head wi've been seelng in the
last 50 or G0 years,” he safd.
“We're not golng to reculy all
the barriers, bul there are
plenty we can start with thal wil)
keep us husy,”



