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MNational Marine Fisheries Service
Proposes New Rules to Protact
Wast Coast Salmon, Steelhead

By. Dan Bachar
. December 17, 1999
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The National Marine Fisherias Service on Bracambar 14 proposad rules for
protecting 14 populations of West Corst salmon and steslhead listed a5

i “threatened" under the Endangered Spectes Act (ESA). The proposed
IRE@EFE[E%EE? -------- s requlations, known as "4{d) Rules" from the appiicable section of the act, wil
prohfdt anyone from taking harming} Ash at sk of extinetion, acoording to Mike
Fargus of the Nationat Marine Fisharies Searvics,

The rulss were proposed a3 the result of lawsuit by a egeltion envirnnmental end
flahing graups that forced the fedaral agency on Octaber 20, 1998 to issue
protective regulations for Californis’s populations of steslhead trout.

The coalilion that sued MMFS included the Center for Biologieal Diversity,
Alameada Creek Alkance, Padific Coast Fedaration of Fisherman's Associations,
Maorthemn California Count Federal of Flyfishers, Califurnia Sporthehing Protaction
Alliance, South Yuba River Citizen's Lergue and the Coastside Habitat Goalition.

"We filed the lawsuit, hoping to address the Teal Bsuas mpacting stashaad and
salmen papulalions - dams, hebilat destruction through togging pravel mininn
Like FishSniffer.com? and agricuture and water diversicns,” explained Jeff Millst of the Alamada Creek
Alfance_ "In the past, fishemmen haua baen the scapagoat for the faderal.
Send ThiePapsia abrlend agency's ule. We hope that now the NMFS wilt focus an the causas of
staalhead declines rathar than the fisharmen fom now on "

The thraatened steelhead populations range from the central coast &nd central vallay of Callfornia to the Snake
River basin In the Paciflc northwest. The threatened salmon poputations accur in Oregon and Washington, Twa
chinook populations reoan’cly Isted as listed in Calfornia are nat included in these proposed rules, according to
Fatus,

"Tha draft rufes would allow Rexibiity for tha fisheres service to permit limited incidental taks to listad fish,
provided thet spesific guidelines are followed to protect the healthy of isted populatiens overall" added Fergus.
"These guidetines, known as 'limitatlons on take prohibitinng,” are designed to complamant effarts underway
wilhin 2ach of the four western states (California, Oregon, Washington and idaho) to protect salman and
sleelhead and their habitats."

"Historically, blanket application of 4{d) Rules consirained other local protective and consarvatlon pragrams from
being considared in place of the rulss," said Jim Lecky, NOAA Fisharlas Servica 3W Reglon Asslstant Reglonal
Administrator for Profected Resources. "Todey's proposal wil alfuw axcapl;lunal dapandlng on how wel stata and
loal conservation programa protact the listed ‘threataned’ speclas

Under the propesed rules, resfrictions would be placad on activities that coukd harm or 'take' listed fish or their
habitat, such as fishing, devalopritent that degrades habitat, lowered water quality or unatithorizad water
consumption. However, thasa restrictions could be loosaned 1o allow a limited incidantal lake" If siate or lngal
conservation programs ane adequate fo protect the owarall health of the listed populations, according to Lecky.

The fishertes service said it will selicit comments on the proposed rules for 60 daya. The agancy will afse hold
publlc hearings In Idaho, Washington, Oregon and Galifomla during January and February ko gathar comments
on the proposals.

The propossd nifes regarding steelhead must be made final and issusd by Juns 19, 2000, under the cour
agresmant. The sgency 551 it expacts the rules for uthar salmon poputations tobe matte final at about the same
fime. .



MNATIONEL IVIBINE FISNEINE SETVICE Fropases TYew KIS to Protect West Ueast Salmon, Steelhead, Uan Bacher, Fish:

Brendan Cummings, attomey for the plaintiffs, hag a mixed reaction to the release of the proposed 4-0 Rulgs by
MMFE, "We're happy that the rule has been finglly fssued ant that steothead wil get some of the protection that

. they 30 desperately need " said Cummings. "However, we ara concemed that the rule exempts too many
activifias fram the prohibitions and proteciions of the ESA"

The rulg is weakest in Oregon and Washingten, whera NMFS has exempted numerous activittes, such as forest
practices and cerain type of road bullding and maintenance activitias.

"Sinca thiz is oaly the proposed rule, we hope that NMFS will issue a final stronger rule that edeguately protects
stealhaad and all other salmonfds In Juna," said Cummings.

' For more information, ceil Jeff Miller of tha Alamecda Cresk Aliance at (510) 845-4675; Peter Galin of the Center
For Biological Diversity at {510) 841-0812; Brondan Curamings at (510) 845-5486.
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