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After netting the steelhead, rescuers set up an assembly line on a pickup bed to weigh and 
measure the fish after soaking each one in the turgid, chocolate-colored creek water. A 
technician added Alka Seltzer to the water to calm the fish from the trauma of being 
handled through a wet towel. 

Sullivan, the park fisheries manager, carefully wired the tracking device to each fish’s 
dorsal fin as passers-by walking dogs and riding bikes on a creekside trail stopped to 
check out the excitement. 

BART trains zipped by as the biologists tended to the fish belonging to a species that was 
abundant a century ago before dams, water diversions and flood-control projects 
damaged or blocked access to spawning areas. 

“You’ve got wild steelhead in this creek right next to BART tracks and a fairly 
industrialized area. What a contrast,” said Ted Shapas, a volunteer with the Diablo Valley 
Fly Fisherman, one of the groups helping with the project. 

Organizers of the project said they believe the steelhead can return to spawn in habitat 20 
miles or more inland in the Sunol and Ohlone regional wildernesses. 

“There is a lot of good habitat far upstream,” Miller said, “if we can do projects to get 
them past these barriers.” 

 


