o/

(916) 443-2358 - '.

vic, fichard C. Trudeau .
General Manager ' o
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Thank you for gsendéivg the copy of your "grazing report"”, which deals with your

" prazing prograu in the East Bay Reglonal Park Unite, and which may have appli-

cacion in the State Park System.. I have requested our Natural Heritage people
to raview the report carefully and to prepnre comments €0 e

Genexzlly, wo have o diffcrent ait.nmt:ltm in relation to prw.lny in x:ha State :
Purk Syctem than do you in the Reglonnl Parks. Under our lnw, prozing is
axpressly forbidden as a cmmmrcinl act'ivity mnleze thera s 2 cleur rasource .
wanagenent fuoction ...nvolved. Generall)r, ve f£ind that grazing is fuconsistent
rith dur objoctives in those units of the State Park System which have a stremg
dc_du_aticu to the preservation of natural value« for the following reasons:
1. "It is imponzible t:o eontomplate t.hn echieverent of nurur"!]
conditions on grasslandes uader grazing, sinen grazing by
cattle tends to discourage the rative species and to auconrage
the introduced exntics. Thils inescapable pattern is tié '’
factor which has produced cur. almost totally modifiled grasa-
e . lands in California, where thers are virtually no truly
native grgsslands remsining. Our managemunt effort 4in a |
nuher of locations -throuphout the State fs to achileve aa,
close as posaible a retun %o natuml ‘,rau.xlmtd conditlons,

2. Waere cak woodland are involvcd, grazing by cattle complct:ely
eliminates natural oak rzproduction. Thce consaquenco, Af
grazing is continued over long periods, wlll be to elimlnite
the caks from thase ecosystens, as the.old spacimans fall oot
‘wicthout viable reproductinn.

3, As to a strong wole In the 'f‘eduction of fire haz zaxdn, our
en:nriﬂ-uc‘s has ind:.cated that, gencrally, onz does not achieve
a maaningful reduction in fire hezard until serious over-
graning pmblems are oxparicnced.

As goon as we have completed our review of your report: in our Natural Heritage
. staff, we will be in touch with you; I have asked Chief James Tryner of our

Reaource Prasetvation and Interprotation Division to ba in touch with you to -

arranga fot tﬁhq d:!.scusuio:w which you have suggested. . .
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